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7th Sunday after Pentecost July 12, 2026

* Stand as you are able

GATHERING

INVOCATION, CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS*

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you

rest.” In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN*
ELW # 533 (vs. 1,2,5) “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”

GREETING*
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

youall. And also with you.

KYRIE* (pages 138-139 in front of hymnal)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the lord.
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Lord have mercy.
For his holy house, and for all who offer their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen

Hymn of Praise*- Pages 140-141 in front of hymnal

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS:

Isaiah 55:10-13

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the
Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

Y For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they have
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
1150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

12For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it
shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

P: The Word of the Lord: C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13

1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.

2To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.

8 Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.

* Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.
® Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,

O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.



®You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might.

"You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.

8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; you make the
dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of
water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

10you drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground
and bless its increase.

1Y ou crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.

2 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;

let them shout for joy and sing.

Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was
unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper
actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

! Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  For God has done what the
law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, # so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled
in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For those who live according to
the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their
minds on the things of the Spirit. ® To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit
is life and peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit
to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, & and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

®But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 1° But if Christ is in you, then the body is
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 1! If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Gospel Acclamation*
ELW #172 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”




P: THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23
C: Glory to you O Lord.

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the
good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why
this good news produces different results in those who hear.

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. * And he
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some
seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. ° Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when
the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. & Other seeds fell on good soil and brought
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °If you have ears, hear!”

18 «Hear, then, the parable of the sower. ° When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was
sown on the path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, # yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 22 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is
the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord: C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

“ls God a Good Farmer?”

Hymn of the Day *
ELW #516 “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”

The Apostles’ Creed * (Printed inside the back cover of the hymnal.)

Welcome to our WTKM radio and online worshipers, Good News and Prayer
Petitions




Prayers of the Church
Response P: God of Grace. C: Hear Our Prayer

Sharing the Peace
P: The Peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
(you are encouraged to turn to one another and share the peace of the Lord.)

Offering Hymn *
ELW # 686 (vs. 1 & 2) “We Give Thee but Thine Own”

Offering Prayer *

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

MEAL
Thanksgiving *
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Preface *

P: Lord, it is indeed right and our joy that at all times and in all places we give thanks and praise to
you. And so with the angels and archangels and with the church on earth and in heaven, we give
glory to you O God, through Jesus Christ, as we praise your name and join in the unending hymn:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest. Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest (pg. 144 ELW)

The Words of Institution®

The Lord’s Praver *

Invitation to Communion
P: God has come near. Come, share in the feast!




Hymn
Page 146 of hymnal

Distribution

Communion Hymn
ELW # 484 “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”

SENDING

Prayer After Communion *

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction *
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.

Amen.

Sending Hymn *
ELW # 509 “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”

Blessing

Now may our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. Amen

Dismissal *
P: God has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Redeemer Announcements

Today’s Lector is Scott Lopas, and our ushers are Bruce and Laurie Horst..

Next week’s Lector is Michelle Burton and our usher is Donna Lee.

Pastor will be in the office on Thursday July 23rd from 9:00am - 12:00pm. Appointments are
appreciated, but not necessary. If you wish to meet with Pastor at other times, please contact him
directly. Looking ahead, he will be in the office July 30th from 9am-12pm.

Our next Women’s Ministry will be meeting Monday July 13" at 12pm

A church council meeting will be held July 13t at 4pm.

The next Foundation Board meeting will be July 215t at 3:30pm.

Our Mid-Summer picnic celebrating our foundations 40" anniversary will be July 26,

Ministry Partners

Special Giving for July is Lutheran Disaster Response.

Community Lunch will be served on Saturday, July 25th, 11:30am, at First United Methodist Church.
Fellowship prior to lunch.

Lincoln Elementary School

In the Nest:

Casa Guadelupe English Language Learners “ELL” meets Monday & Wednesdays from 6-7:30PM.
Al-Anon Meetings are held Thursdays at 7:00PM.

Girl Scouts meet the 1%t & 3™ Tuesdays.

The Needs of Our Partners:

Casa Guadelupe

Snacks Kid snacks — NO NUTS, Fruit
cups, cereal, canned goods.

Other Items: Books (gently used is okay),
new toys.

See The Herald and the giving tree in the coffee area for these and other needs.

PLEASE JOIN US AFTER TODAY’S SERVICE FOR COFFEE AND SNACKS
IN THE GATHERING ROOM



