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14th Sunday after Pentecost  August 30, 2026 
 

   * Stand as you are able 

GATHERING 
 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS* 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN* 
ELW # 660 “Lift High The Cross” 

 

 

 

GREETING* 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.    And also with you. 

 

KYRIE* (ELW pg. 203) 
1Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 

 
2Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 

 
3Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 
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Hymn of Praise*-  ELW pg. 204 
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 

 
Prayer of the Day  

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 

the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give 

us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

 

Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and 

God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to 

continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.” 

 
15 O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.  

In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. 
16 Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, 

for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 
17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 

for you had filled me with indignation. 
18 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a 

deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 
19 Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If 

you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn 

to you, not you who will turn to them. 
20 And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall 

not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. 
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

P: The Word of the Lord:  C: Thanks be to God 

 

 



 

Psalm 26:1-8 
1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; I have trusted in the LORD and have 

not faltered. 
2 Test me, O LORD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8 LORD, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.  

 

Romans 12:9-2 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the 

unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to 

overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to 

live at peace with all people. 

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 
12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; 

pursue hospitality to strangers. 

  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep 

with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the 

lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 

what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance 

is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, 

give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Gospel Acclamation*(pg. 205 in your hymnal) 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within 

us; speak until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that 

you bring. 

 

P: THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 16:21-28 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the 

ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has 

called a “rock.”. 



21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples 

that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and 

scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 

saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.” 

 

  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? 

Or what will they give in return for their life? 

  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 

everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death 

before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord:  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  

 “What Does God Want?” 

 

Introduction to the Hymn of the Day 

 

Hymn of the Day * 

ELW #798  “Will You Come and Follow Me ” 

 

The Apostles’ Creed *   (Printed inside the back cover of the hymnal.)  

 

 

Welcome to our WTKM radio and online worshipers, Good News and Prayer  

Petitions   

 

 

Prayers of the Church  
Response   P: Merciful God.  C: Receive our prayer 

 
 
 
 

Sharing the Peace  
P: The Peace of Christ be with you always.  C: And also with you. 

    (you are encouraged to turn to one another and share the peace of the Lord.) 



 

Offering Hymn * 

ELW # 692 “We Are An Offering”  
 

Offering Prayer * 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 

MEAL 
Thanksgiving * 

P: The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.     C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

The  Preface * 

P: Lord, it is indeed right and our joy that at all times and in all places we give thanks and praise to 
you. And so with the angels and archangels and with the church on earth and in heaven, we give 
glory to you  O God, through Jesus Christ, as we praise your name and join in the unending hymn: 
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest (pg. 144 ELW) 

 

 
The Words of Institution* 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer * 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P: God has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 
 

 
Hymn 
Page 146 of hymnal 
 

 
Distribution 
 

 

 



Communion Hymn  

ELW # 656  “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds” 

 

SENDING 
 

 
Communion Blessing * 

 

 

Prayer After Communion * 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.  We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Blessing* 

Now may our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn * 

ELW #815  “I Want To Walk as a Child of The Light” 

 

 

Dismissal * 
P:  God has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  
Redeemer Announcements 

 

• Today’s Lector is Michelle Burton, and our usher is Don Horen. 

• Next week’s Lector is Scott Lopas and our ushers are Bruce and Laurie Horst 

• Pastor will be in the office on Thursday September 3rd from 9:00am - 12:00pm.  Appointments are 

appreciated, but not necessary.  If  you wish to meet with Pastor at other times, please contact him 

directly.  Looking ahead, he will be in the office September 10th from 9am-12pm.  

• Our next monthly Fish Fry will be Friday September 4th at Ron's Cozy Corner at W359N5920 Brown 

St. , Oconomowoc. Please be there by 4:00 pm. Please get in touch with Jeanette Weber at 262-673-

4109 by August 31st to let her know if you are coming and if you need a ride. 

 

Ministry Partners  

 

• Special Giving for September is FRIENDS, INC. 

• Community Lunch will be served on Saturday, September 26th, 11:30am, at First United Methodist 

Church.  Fellowship prior to lunch.  

• Lincoln Elementary School is looking for volunteer readers!  Volunteers are invited to visit the 

school and share a favorite story with the children. The school asks volunteers to commit to a regular 

day and time for a period of time. This consistency gives volunteers the opportunity to build 

relationships and become a familiar, encouraging presence for both the students and their teachers. 

Interested in volunteering? Please let Pastor Steve know, and we will connect you with the school 

contact who coordinates the reading program.  

 In the Nest:  

• Casa Guadelupe English Language Learners “ELL” meets Monday & Wednesdays from 6-7:30PM.  

• Al-Anon Meetings are held Thursdays at 7:00PM.  

• Girl Scouts meet the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays.  

 

The Needs of Our Partners:  

Casa Guadelupe 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See The Herald and the giving tree in the coffee area for these and other needs.  

 

PLEASE JOIN US AFTER TODAY’S SERVICE FOR COFFEE AND SNACKS 

IN THE GATHERING ROOM 

Snacks Kid snacks – NO NUTS, Fruit 

cups, cereal, canned goods. 

 

Other Items: Books (gently used is okay), 

new toys. 


