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18th Sunday after Pentecost September 27, 2026

* Stand as you are able

GATHERING

INVOCATION, CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS*

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to
others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew
us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through +F Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of
grace.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN*
ELW # 526 “God Is Here”

GREETING*
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

youall. And also with you.

KYRIE* (ELW pg. 203)
'Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

2Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

SHave mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!
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Hymn of Praise*- ELW pg. 204

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

Prayer of the Day

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way
of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS:

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or
who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.
' The word of the LORD came to me: > What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of
Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? ® As I live, says the
Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life of
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

»Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it
not your ways that are unfair? 2 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit
iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. >’ Again, when the
wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall
save their life. * Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. * Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord
is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

% Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord Gob.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. ** Cast away from you
all the transgressions that you have committed against me and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!
Why will you die, O house of Israel? * For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gob.
Turn, then, and live.

P: The Word of the Lord: C: Thanks be to God




Psalm 25:1-9
'To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.

> Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the
day long.

¢ Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.

"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your steadfast
love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way.

? You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

Philippians 2:1-13
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols

the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the
essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

VIf then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any
tender affection and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. * Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility
regard others as better than yourselves. # Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests
of others. ° Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,® who, though he existed in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, ’ but emptied himself, taking the form
of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, ® he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.

? Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name,
1050 that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. !2 Therefore,
my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more now in my
absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, '* for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Gospel Acclamation*(pg. 205 in your hymnal)Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now
your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.




P: THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO Matthew 21:23-32
C: Glory to you O Lord.

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

“3When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this

authority?” ?* Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will
also tell you by what authority I do these things. %° Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it
of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why,
then, did you not believe him?’ ?° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all
regard John as a prophet.” *’ So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

8«<\What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.” ** He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and went. *° The father went to
the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not go. ** Which of the two did the
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and
even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord: C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
“Changing Our Minds”

Hymn of the Day *
ELW #818 “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”

Introduction to the Creeds

The Apostles’ Creed * (Printed inside the back cover of the hymnal.)

Welcome to our WTKM radio and online worshipers, Good News and Prayer
Petitions




Prayers of the Church
Response P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Sharing the Peace
P: The Peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.

(you are encouraged to turn to one another and share the peace of the Lord.)

Offering Hymn *
ELW # 685 (vs 1-4) “Take My Life, That I May Be”

Offering Prayer *

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always.

Amen.

MEAL
Thanksgiving *
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Preface *

P: Lord, it is indeed right and our joy that at all times and in all places we give thanks and praise to
you. And so with the angels and archangels and with the church on earth and in heaven, we give
glory to you O God, through Jesus Christ, as we praise your name and join in the unending hymn:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest. Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest (pg. 144 ELW)

The Words of Institution*

The Lord’s Praver *

Invitation to Communion

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Hymn
Page 146 of hymnal




Distribution

Communion Hymn
ELW # 604 “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”

SENDING

Communion Blessing *

Prayer After Communion *

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant
life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose
name we pray.

Amen.

Blessing*

Now may the God of Hope, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you strength and joy
in all circumstances. Amen

Sending Hymn *
ELW #801 (2X) “Change My Heart, O God”

Dismissal *
P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Redeemer Announcements

Today’s Lector is Kurt Hintz, and our usher is Don Horen.
Next week’s Lector is Scott Lopas and our ushers are Bruce and Laurie Horst

Pastor will be in the office on Thursday October 1st from 9:00am - 12:00pm. Appointments are
appreciated, but not necessary. If you wish to meet with Pastor at other times, please contact him
directly. Looking ahead, he will be in the office October 8* from 9am-12pm.

The monthly Fish Fry group will be meeting on Friday October 2" at the Drinking Well.

There will be an informational meeting immediately following service on Sunday, October 11" to
discuss Redeemers property needs and upgrade opportunities.

Women’s Ministry will meet next on Monday, October 12t at 12pm.
Our next Church Council meeting is on Monday, October 12" at 4pm in the Gathering Room

Ministry Partners

Special Giving for Octobers is Boy and Girls Club of America

Community Lunch will be served on Saturday, October 31st, 11:30am, at First United Methodist
Church. Fellowship prior to lunch.

Lincoln Elementary School is looking for volunteer readers! Volunteers are invited to visit the
school and share a favorite story with the children. The school asks volunteers to commit to a regular
day and time for a period of time. This consistency gives volunteers the opportunity to build
relationships and become a familiar, encouraging presence for both the students and their teachers.
Interested in volunteering? Please let Pastor Steve know, and we will connect you with the school
contact who coordinates the reading program.

In the Nest:

Casa Guadelupe English Language Learners “ELL” meets Monday & Wednesdays from 6-7:30PM.
Al-Anon Meetings are held Thursdays at 7:00PM.

Girl Scouts meet the 1t & 3™ Tuesdays.

The Needs of Our Partners:
Casa Guadelupe

Snacks Kid snacks — NO NUTS, Fruit
cups, cereal, canned goods.

Other Items: Books (gently used is okay),
new toys.

PLEASE JOIN US AFTER TODAY’S SERVICE FOR COFFEE AND SNACKS
IN THE GATHERING ROOM



